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Need for Placement Test Prep Redesign

CCP and Traditional Student Placement

•Changes in Accuplacer
•CCP Enrollment 
•Placement for Traditional Students
•Continuous Improvement Feedback



Design Thinking

• HLC/ODHE/OACC
• Strategic Plan
• Unit Priorities/Initiatives
• Persistence/Completion 
• Multi-Office Inclusion
• Assessment
• Informing Improvements



Determining Student Need 

•Data
•Review of Current Practices
•Benchmarking and Research



Implementation Strategy 

•Workshop Design
•Cohort Strategy
•On-line Plans
• Individual Follow-up and Diagnostics
•Connecting to Students for Post-Test 
Success



Preparing Students 
for the

Next -Generation                     
ACCUPLACER Test



Classic ACCUPLACER to 
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Transition

• Compass Test (ACT) à Classic ACCUPLACER (College Board)

• Classic ACCUPLACER à Next-Generation ACCUPLACER 
(College Board)
• College and Career-Readiness Standards (CCRS) Alignment
• College Board Suite of Assessments Alignment

• PSAT
• SAT
• Next-Generation ACCUPLACER



Placement Test Preparation at
Lakeland Community College

• Placement Test Preparation
• Web Resources:
• Mathematics
• Khan Academy

• English (Reading & Writing)
• Purdue University Online Writing Lab (OWL)

• Student requests for individualized preparation

• Web resources not aligned to ACCUPLACER 



Classic ACCUPLACER to               
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Transition

Classic ACCUPLACER

• Reading Comprehension
• Identifying Main Ideas
• Direct Statements/Secondary or 

Supporting Ideas 
• Inferences 
• Applications

• Sentence Skills
• Recognizing Complete Sentences 
• Coordination and Subordination 
• Clear Sentence Logic 

Next-Generation ACCUPLACER

• Reading
• Information and Ideas
• Rhetoric
• Synthesis
• Vocabulary

• Writing
• Expression of Ideas
• Standard Conventions of English



Classic ACCUPLACER to
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Transition

Classic ACCUPLACER 

• Reading Comprehension

• Identifying Main Ideas

• Direct Statements and Secondary 
or Supporting Ideas 

• Inferences 

• Applications 



Classic ACCUPLACER to 
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Transition

Classic ACCUPLACER 

• Sentence Skills

• Recognizing Complete 
Sentences 

• Coordination and 
Subordination 

• Clear Sentence Logic 



Classic ACCUPLACER to
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Transition

• Reading

• Information and Ideas 
• (reading closely, determining central ideas 

and themes, summarizing, understanding 
relationships)

• Rhetoric
• (analyzing word choice rhetorically, 

analyzing text structure, analyzing point of 
view, analyzing purpose, analyzing 
arguments)

• Synthesis
• Analyzing multiple texts

• Vocabulary

Next-Generation ACCUPLACER



Classic ACCUPLACER to
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Transition

Next-Generation ACCUPLACER

• Writing

• Expression of Ideas
• (development, organization, 

effective language use) 

• Standard English Conventions 
• (sentence structure, usage, and 

punctuation) 



Placement Test Preparation at
Lakeland Community College

Workshop Development
• Materials consulted:

• Ohio College and Career Readiness Standards
• English Language Arts
• Mathematics

• The College Board
• ACCUPLACER Program Manual (online)
• Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Test Specifications (online)

• Content Dimensions
• Test Format
• Number of questions per area/skill

• Lakeland Community College Course Outlines
• English Composition (Developmental—2nd year composition)
• Mathematics (Developmental—College Algebra)



Placement Test Preparation at 
Lakeland Community College

Workshop Development
• Practice test resources utilized:
• College Board
• ACCUPLACER
• ACCUPLACER Web App
• Sample Practice Questions

• SAT 
• The Official SAT Study Guide (2016+)
• Practice SAT Tests
• College Board website
• Khan Academy

• Longsdale Publishing
• Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Online Course and Practice Tests



Placement Test Preparation at
Lakeland Community College

Workshop Development

Practice Test Resources



CollegeBoard

•Accuplacer
•App

•SAT
•The Official SAT Study Guide

(2016 and beyond)*

accuplacerpractice.collegeboard.org


Free Test Prep-Khan Academy

•Official Partnership with College Board
• Free SAT practice
• Short quizzes
• Full test

•Online courses
• Extensive mathematics content
• Mastery of Khan Academy Algebra 2 course is ideal



Longsdale Publishing 
Next-Generation ACCUPLACER Online 

Course & Practice Tests



Evidence-Based Teaching and Learning 
Strategies for Effective Test Taking

• What Works (Dunlosky, 2013)

• Practice Testing
• Distributed (spaced) Practice
• Interleaved (mixed-skill) Practice
• Elaborative Interrogation

• Evidence-Based Reading & Writing

• Self-Explanation
• Metacognition

Reference
Dunlosky, J. (2013). Strengthening the student toolbox: study strategies to boost learning. American Educator, pp. 12-21. Retrieved from 

https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/periodicals/dunlosky.pdf



Placement Test Preparation: 
Implementation

• Workshop Overview (Reading, Writing, Mathematics)
• What’s on the test

• Topics
• Number of questions

• How it’s “graded”
• Scores needed for course placement
• Test-taking tips
• Practice test questions
• Self-study resources



Placement Test Preparation: Results

• Students’ approach to test-taking:

• Answering questions before reading the passages
• Not clear on expectations

• “Faster is better”
• “Grammar test”
• “Guessing” (vs. Evidence-based reading) 



Placement Test Preparation: Results

• Student Feedback:

• Group practice works! 

• Reduced test-taking anxiety

• Higher test-taking confidence

• Higher placement test scores

• Placement test prep vs. ACT/SAT prep similarities

• Connections to previous/current academic coursework
• Fictional vs. Informational Text (ELA, RWAC)

• Transitioning to college
• Connection to campus and college services



Placement Test Preparation: Next Steps

• Required placement test preparation
• Workshops
• Online modules

• Personalized study plans

• Departmental Collaboration 
• Testing Center, Tutoring Center, English and Math faculty, etc.

• Collaboration with K-12 schools
• Increase college-readiness and access to College Credit Plus 


