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Today's Agenda

College readiness

College outcomes

Equity & access

Critiques



Lack data about our programs

Why be concerned with research?

Promote our programs

Improve our programs



Shorten time to degree

What we think we know

Reduce student debt

Improve persistence and
completion



Exposure to college
environment

College Readiness

Greater college
readiness skills

Increased academic
momentum



College Readiness

Increased academic momentum
More likely to attend college
immediately after high school

More likely to enroll in more credit
hours

More likely to persist



College Readiness

Increased academic momentum

44% of institutions report students take
1 dual enrollment class per term

18% of institutions report students take
2 classes per term

3% of institutions report students take
 3 or more classes per term



College Readiness
How many credits should dual
enrollment students take?

Quality vs. quantity

3 credits

6 credits



College Readiness
How many credits should dual
enrollment students take?

12+ credit hours vs less than 12
credits



Higher GPAs

College Outcomes

Higher first-term GPAs

Statistically significant difference
between the GPAs of participants vs.
non-participants



Persistence

College Outcomes

Lower attrition rates

More likely to be retained in 2nd year

Larger effect at large research universities



Persistence

College Outcomes

Dual enrollment students earn
considerably more credits



Degree attainment

College Outcomes

More likely to complete a degree

More benefits for first generation
students

Inconsistent rates nationally



Degree attainment
College Outcomes

12+ dual enrollment credits
graduated in 52 months

Less than 12 dual enrollment credits
graduated in 57 months 

Dual enrollment students graduated
with 6 more credits



Savings
College Outcomes

Students can save money through dual
enrollment

Dual enrollment students complete
bachelor's degrees in 57 months versus
72 months

Greater chance of earning  a degree in
less than the average length of time



National Student Clearinghouse 2016 Time to Degree Report

Associate's Degree Bachelor's Degree



Equity and access

Equity & Access

Gains for traditionally underserved
populations

Increase college awareness

Methods to expand access



Equity & Access

Community College Research Center, 2019



Equity & Access



Equity & Access



Equity & Access



Not enough research

Critiques

Credit transferability

Course quality

Student maturity
Limiting access



What can you do?

Promote college access



Savings

What can you do?

Demonstrate how much money your
DE/CE students save on full college
tuition



What can you do?

Survey your students and K-12
partners



Quick Poll

Poll Everywhere

https://pollev.com/ferrisnow167?_ga=2.133069901.275423541.1570554903-118531471.1569340616


Resources

College in High School Alliance
www.collegeinhighschool.org

Community College Research Center
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/

Inside Higher Ed
https://www.insidehighered.com/

Jobs for the Future
www.jff.org

Michigan Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships
www.nacep.org/micep

National Alliance of Concurrent Enrollment Partnerships 
www.nacep.org



Questions?



Leah Melichar
     leahmelichar@ferris.edu
     (231) 591-5980
     www.nacep.org/micep

Thank you



2019 MiCEP Conference – Research for Program and Partnership Improvement 

References 

 

Page 1 of 6 
 

Adelman, C. (2006). The toolbox revisited: Paths to degree completion from high school to college 

(p. 223). Washington, D.C.: Office of Vocational and Adult Education, U.S. Department of 

Education. 

Allen, D., & Dadgar, M. (2012). Does dual enrollment increase students’ success in college? 

Evidence from a quasi-experimental analysis of dual enrollment in New York City. New 

Directions for Higher Education, 2012(158), 11–19. https://doi.org/10.1002/he.20010 

An, B. P. (2013a). The impact of dual enrollment on college degree attainment: Do low-SES students 

benefit? Educational Evaluation and Polcy Analysis, 35(1), 57–75. Retrieved from 

https://www.issuelab.org/resources/15260/15260.pdf 

An, B. P. (2013b). The influence of dual enrollment on academic performance and college readiness: 

Differences by socioeconomic status. Research in Higher Education, 54(4), 407–432. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11162-012-9278-z 

Barnett, E., & Stamm, L. (2010). Dual enrollment: A strategy for educational advancement of all 

students (p. 24). New York, N.Y.: Teachers College: Columbia University and Rutgers-Camden. 

Buzynski, B. C. (2011). Earning college credit in high school: Variables that predict persistence to 

the second year of college (Iowa State University). Retrieved from 

https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/etd/10399 

Carey, A. R. (2015). Dual enrollment: An integration strategy for college persistence and 

achievement among first-generation students. Liberty University. 

Cassidy, L., Keating, K., & Young, V. (2010). Dual enrollment: Lessons learned on school-level 

implementation. Retrieved from U.S. Department of Education, Office of Elementary and 

https://doi.org/10.1002/he.20010
https://www.issuelab.org/resources/15260/15260.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11162-012-9278-z
https://lib.dr.iastate.edu/etd/10399


2019 MiCEP Conference – Research for Program and Partnership Improvement 

References 

 

Page 2 of 6 
 

Secondary Education, Smaller Learning Communities Program website: 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/slcp/finaldual.pdf 

Cowan, J., & Goldhaber, D. (2015). How much of a “running start” do dual enrollment programs 

provide students? The Review of Higher Education, 38(3), 425–460. 

https://doi.org/10.1353/rhe.2015.0018 

D’Amico, M. M., Morgan, G. B., Robertson, S., & Rivers, H. E. (2013). Dual enrollment variables 

and college student persistence. Community College Journal of Research and Practice, 37(10), 

769–779. https://doi.org/10.1080/10668921003723334 

Farrell, P. L., & Seifert, K. A. (2007). Lessons learned from a dual-enrollment partnership. New 

Directions for Community Colleges, (139), 69–77. https://doi.org/10.1002/cc.294 

Fink, J., Jenkins, D., & Yanagiura, T. (2017). What happens to students who take community college 

“dual enrollment” courses in high school? (p. 32). Retrieved from Community College Research 

Center and the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center website: 

https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/what-happens-community-college-dual-

enrollment-students.pdf 

Ganzert, B. (2014). Dual enrollment credit and college readiness. Community College Journal of 

Research and Practice, 38(9), 783–793. https://doi.org/10.1080/10668926.2012.719483 

Grubb, J. M., Scott, P. H., & Good, D. W. (2017). The answer is yes: Dual enrollment benefits 

students at the community college. Community College Review, 45(2), 79–98. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0091552116682590 

Haskell, R. E. (2016). Effects of dual-credit enrollment and early college high school on Utah public 

education. Applied Economics and Finance, 3(2), 54–72. https://doi.org/10.11114/aef.v3i2.1323 

https://www2.ed.gov/programs/slcp/finaldual.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1353/rhe.2015.0018
https://doi.org/10.1080/10668921003723334
https://doi.org/10.1002/cc.294
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/what-happens-community-college-dual-enrollment-students.pdf
https://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/media/k2/attachments/what-happens-community-college-dual-enrollment-students.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1080/10668926.2012.719483
https://doi.org/10.1177/0091552116682590
https://doi.org/10.11114/aef.v3i2.1323


2019 MiCEP Conference – Research for Program and Partnership Improvement 

References 

 

Page 3 of 6 
 

Howley, A., Howley, M. D., Howley, C. B., & Duncan, T. (2013). Early college and dual enrollment 

challenges: Inroads and impediments to access. Journal of Advanced Academics, 24(2), 77–107. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1932202X13476289 

Hunter, M. P., & Wilson, J. E. (2019). Dual enrollment and retention in Tennessee community 

colleges: Implications for practice. Community College Journal of Research and Practice, 43(3), 

232–236. https://doi.org/10.1080/10668926.2018.1428240 

Jones, S. J. (2014). Student participation in dual enrollment and college success. Community College 

Journal of Research and Practice, 38(1), 24–37. https://doi.org/10.1080/10668926.2010.532449 

Karp Melinda Mechur. (2015). Dual enrollment, structural reform, and the completion agenda. New 

Directions for Community Colleges, 2015(169), 103–111. https://doi.org/10.1002/cc.20137 

Karp, M. M., Calcagno, J. C., Jeong, D. W., & Bailey, T. (2007). The postsecondary achievement of 

participants in dual enrollment: An analysis of student outcomes in two states. Retrieved from 

National Research Center for Career and Technical Education, University of Minnesota website: 

http://www.nrccte.org/sites/default/files/publication-files/dual_enrollment.pdf 

Kilgore, W., & Taylor, A. (2016). Dual enrollment in the context of strategic enrollment 

management: An insight into practice at U.S. institutions. Retrieved from Hobsons and the 

American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers website: 

http://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/surveyresults/dual-enrollment-in-the-context-of-

strategic-enrollment-management---novembe.pdf?sfvrsn=0 

Lipka, S. (2013, November 11). Two-year colleges get strategic about enrollment. The Chronicle of 

Higher Education. Retrieved from https://www.chronicle.com/article/Community-Colleges-

Get/142885 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1932202X13476289
https://doi.org/10.1080/10668926.2018.1428240
https://doi.org/10.1080/10668926.2010.532449
https://doi.org/10.1002/cc.20137
http://www.nrccte.org/sites/default/files/publication-files/dual_enrollment.pdf
http://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/surveyresults/dual-enrollment-in-the-context-of-strategic-enrollment-management---novembe.pdf?sfvrsn=0
http://www.aacrao.org/docs/default-source/surveyresults/dual-enrollment-in-the-context-of-strategic-enrollment-management---novembe.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Community-Colleges-Get/142885
https://www.chronicle.com/article/Community-Colleges-Get/142885


2019 MiCEP Conference – Research for Program and Partnership Improvement 

References 

 

Page 4 of 6 
 

Lochmiller, C. R., Sugimoto, T. J., Muller, P. A., Mosier, G. G., & Williamson, S. E. (2016). Dual 

enrollment courses in Kentucky: High school students’ participation and completion rates (p. 

32). Washington, D.C.: Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. 

Marken, S., Gray, L., Lewis, L., & Ralph, J. (2013). Dual enrollment programs and courses for high 

school students at postsecondary institutions: 2010–11 (p. 58). Washington, D.C.: National 

Center for Education Statistics. 

National Student Clearinghouse Research Center. (2016, September 18). Time to degree - 2016. 

Retrieved October 8, 2019, from National Student Clearinghouse Research Center website: 

https://nscresearchcenter.org/signaturereport11/ 

National Student Clearinghouse. (2018). Completing college: A National view of student completion 

rates- fall 2012 cohort. Retrieved from National Student Clearinghouse website: 

https://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/SignatureReport16.pdf 

Ozmun, C. (2013). College and academic self-efficacy as antecedents for high school dual-credit 

enrollment. The Community College Enterprise, 19(1). 

Paulsen, M. B. (Ed.). (2019). Chapter 3: A review of empirical studies on dual enrollment: Assessing 

educational outcomes. In Higher education: handbook of theory and research. New York, NY: 

Springer Berlin Heidelberg. 

Pierce, D. (2017). The rise of dual enrollment. Community College Journal, 87(5), 16–24. Retrieved 

from https://search.proquest.com/eric/docview/1913352701/EF89AEE6A89E4D7DPQ/16 

Pretlow, J., & Wathington, H. D. (2014). Expanding dual enrollment: Increasing postsecondary access 

for all? Community College Review, 42(1), 41–54. https://doi.org/10.1177/0091552113509664 

https://nscresearchcenter.org/signaturereport11/
https://nscresearchcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/SignatureReport16.pdf
https://search.proquest.com/eric/docview/1913352701/EF89AEE6A89E4D7DPQ/16
https://doi.org/10.1177/0091552113509664


2019 MiCEP Conference – Research for Program and Partnership Improvement 

References 

 

Page 5 of 6 
 

Radunzel, J., Noble, J., & Wheeler, S. (2014). Dual-credit/eual-enrollment coursework and long-term 

college success in Texas (p. 7) [Issue Brief]. ACT. 

Rodriguez, O., Hughes, K. L., & Belfield, C. (2012). Bridging college and careers: Using dual 

enrollment to enhance career and technical education pathways (p. 4) [NCPR Brief]. New York, 

N.Y.: National Center for Postsecondary Research. 

Smith, A. (2017, May 31). Dual enrollment provides boost to community colleges but may hide 

extent of enrollment declines. Retrieved July 1, 2018, from 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/05/31/dual-enrollment-provides-boost-community-

colleges-may-hide-extent-enrollment 

Struhl, B., & Vargas, J. (2012). Taking College courses in high school: A strategy for college 

readiness (p. 44). Boston, MA: Jobs for the Future. 

Swanson, J. (2008). An analysis of the impact of high school dual enrollment course participation on 

post-secondary academic success, persistence and degree completion (The University of Iowa, 

College of Education). Retrieved from 

http://www.nacep.org/confdownloads/swanson_executive_summary.pdf 

Tobolowsky, B. F., & Allen, T. O. (2016). (Un)intended consequences: The first-year college 

experience of female students with dual credits. Journal of First-Year Experience & Students in 

Transition, 28(1), 21. 

Tobolowsky, B., & Allen, T. O. (2016). On the Fast Track: Understanding the Opportunities and 

Challenges of Dual Credit (1st ed., Vol. 42). Retrieved from 

http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ferrisstate/detail.action?docID=4462553 

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/05/31/dual-enrollment-provides-boost-community-colleges-may-hide-extent-enrollment
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/2017/05/31/dual-enrollment-provides-boost-community-colleges-may-hide-extent-enrollment
http://www.nacep.org/confdownloads/swanson_executive_summary.pdf
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/ferrisstate/detail.action?docID=4462553


2019 MiCEP Conference – Research for Program and Partnership Improvement 

References 

 

Page 6 of 6 
 

Wang, X., Chan, H., Phelps, L. A., & Washbon, J. I. (2015). Fuel for success: Academic momentum 

as a mediator between dual enrollment and educational outcomes of two-year technical college 

students. Community College Review, 43(2), 165–190. 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0091552115569846 

https://doi.org/10.1177/0091552115569846

