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What is dual enrollment? 
• Allows high school students to enroll in college 

courses. 
• May or may not be dual credit. 
• Many program models, including but not limited 

to concurrent enrollment 
• Broad participation nationwide and appears to 

be growing. 
– Students took courses for dual credit  in 71% of high schools 

(NCES; 2002-2003 data). 
– Over 800,000 high school students took a college course. 
– 115,000 “special admit” students, about 7% of all high school 

students, enrolled in community colleges in CA (2005-06). 
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Why should students participate 
in dual enrollment? 

• Growing importance of postsecondary education 
and issues of preparedness for all students.  

• Promising evidence of effectiveness:  
– DE participation positively related to: 

• Students’ likelihood of earning a HS diploma 
• Enrolling and persisting 
• Higher college GPAs one year after HS graduation 
• More credits earned three years after HS graduation 
• Particularly for male and low-income students 

– Earning college credit in high school is positively 
related to “academic momentum” in college 
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Lessons from the Concurrent 
Courses Initiative (CCI) 

• What is the CCI? 
 
• What do our evaluation results show so 

far?  
 

• What lessons can others learn from our 
sites’ experiences? 
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Concurrent Courses Partnerships 

• 8 high school-college partnerships in CA 
• Range of career foci 
• Significant numbers of minority, limited 

English proficient, or first generation 
college-going 

• Variation in specific features of 
partnerships and delivery of services 
– New publication: Different Approaches to Dual 

Enrollment: Understanding Program Features and 
their Implications 
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Concurrent Courses 
Accomplishments 

• New dual enrollment classes (all sites) 
• New pathways (Long Beach, LA, NOC, Shasta) 
• New recruitment efforts/materials (San 

Francisco, Santa Barbara) 
• New support services (all sites) 
• Existing programs expanded and strengthened 

(San Francisco, Santa Barbara) 
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Research Questions and Data 
– Research Questions 

• Is the program reaching the intended students? 
• What are students’participation patterns? 
• What are participants’short- and medium-term 

outcomes? 
– Data  

• Administrative data provided through Cal-PASS 
• Student background, academic achievement, and 

high school and college course-taking 
• Custom data file collects data on students’ CCI 

experiences 
• DE course location, type of instructor, support 

services received 
 

 
 



8 

Methodology 
• Descriptive statistics on CCI participation and 

performance in dual enrollment courses 
 

• Regression analysis with controls and 
Propensity Score Matching  
– Used to examine the impact of CCI dual enrollment on 

high school GPA and high school graduation 
– Controls include: Gender, race/ethnicity, primary language 

spoken at home, parental education, grade level, prior 
standardized test scores, and prior grade point average 
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Who Are CCI Students? 
Cohort 1 

 

• 1,594 dual enrollees across 6 sites 
• 97% received supplemental 

support 
• On average, students took 1.2 DE 

courses and 87% passed their 
courses  

• 64% taught by college professors 
• 39% taught on a college campus 

Cohort 2 
 

• 1,885 dual enrollees across 8 sites 
• 99% also received supplemental 

support 
• On average, students took 1.3 DE 

courses and 86% passed their 
courses  

• 72% taught by college professors 
• 31% taught on a college campus 

 

– No clear pattern in terms of relationship between course 
instructor and location and course passing rates 
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Results 
The effect of CCI dual enrollment participation on 

high school GPA is mixed. 
– For both regression and propensity score analyses, 

some sites saw positive impacts, most saw no impact, 
and one site saw a negative impact for participation 

 
The effect of CCI dual enrollment on high school 

graduation is slightly positive. 
– In regression analyses, 3 sites had positive results; 

only 1 did in propensity score matching analyses 
– For most sites, there is no impact 
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Results 

College Enrollment 
 

– Across all sites, 58% of graduating DE students, 
compared to 45% of district peers, entered college 
during the 2009-10 school year.  

• This is a statistically significant difference, after controlling 
for student background and prior academic achievement.  

 

– Slightly more graduating CCI dual enrollment 
students entered a 4-year college, as compared to 
district peers (21% vs. 16%). 

• Working to establish whether or not this is a statistically 
significant difference.  
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Results 
Achievement in Partner College 
• Cumulative credits completed after first semester 

– In Santa Barbara, San Francisco, and Tulare the gains over other 
college freshman in credits accumulated are statistically significant.   

– In Sacramento and Santa Barbara, the gains over their district 
peers was statistically significant. 
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Framework for Thinking about 
Student Supports 

• Creating curricular pathways 
– Courses arranged in a pathway build skills 

sequentially  
– Provide structure to students’ experiences 

• Offering supports before students participate in 
dual enrollment 
– Need to set students up for success 

• Offering supports during dual enrollment 
– Need to monitor students’ progress and help them 

succeed   
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Supports for Students in the CCI: 
Promising Examples  

• Curricular Pathways 
– CTE pathways  
– Student Success Course as intro college course 

(North Orange County) 
 

• Supports before dual enrollment 
– Student orientation (City College of San Francisco) 

 
• Supports during dual enrollment  

– Supplemental instruction model (Long Beach)  
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Additional Outcomes 
• Creation of college-going culture in participating 

high schools 
– Carpinteria HS principal: Because all students 

participate in concurrent enrollment, “College-
going is normal.”  

• Better cross-sector understanding of students’ 
preparation and needs 
– Fullerton College faculty member: “an 

epiphany”  
– Sacramento HS principal: “We learned that 

our high school courses were not rigorous 
enough”  
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Questions for You 
• Do you offer concurrent enrollment 

students any support services? 
• Does your program provide professional 

development for instructors? 
• How do you fund these services and 

activities?  
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For more information: 
 

• www.concurrentcourses.org 
 

• http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu 
 

• Many thanks to the James Irvine 
Foundation!  

 
 
 
 

http://www.concurrentcourses.org/
http://ccrc.tc.columbia.edu/
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