
Michigan College Access Network

Resources for High Schools  and 
Colleges



Our Mission

To increase college readiness , participation and
completion in Michigan, particularly among low-
income students, first generation college-going 
students, and students of color.











Our Goal:  Sixty by 30

Increase the percentage of Michigan 
residents with degrees or postsecondary 
certificates to 60 percent by 2030.

Aligns with the Governor’s Goal 
announced in February 2019.



*Note: Since 2014, workforce-relevant certificates have been included in the total of postsecondary credentials.

Lumina Foundation, Stronger Nation Report 2019



Michigan Attainment Rates: 
Current vs. Need

Level of education for Michigan residents, ages 25-64
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Our Work



Current Program Updates



Executive Director Search

• Brandy left us in early March

• I’ve been serving as interim since then

• Board working on permanent appointment 
now

• Should have an announcement this  month



Community & Partner Mobilization

• Local College Access Networks
• MCAN Community Ambassadors
• AdviseMI – High School App Available 

Now!



Innovative Program Grants
• Funds programming that increases college readiness , 

enrollment, pers istence and completion in local 
communities and across  the state

• Sparking new activity, Leveraging other resources
• Up to $10,000 per grant is  available 
• Grants require 50 percent match funding, of which 50 

percent can be in-kind and at least 50 percent must be 
cash

• Non-renewable
• Available on a rolling admiss ion
• Funded by the State of Michigan



AdviseMI

Melissa Steward
Director, AdviseMI

Jacqueline Ruhland
Assistant Director, 

AdviseMI

Karla Perez Garza
Program Supervisor, 

AdviseMI East 
Michigan

Emily Halling
Program Supervisor, 

AdviseMI West 
Michigan

Jahshua Smith
Program Supervisor, 

AdviseMI Metro 
Detroit

AdviseMI program hires recent college graduates and 
places them in low-income, high need high schools to 
serve as college advisers  in an effort to increase the 

number of first-generation college students/graduates 
within the State of Michigan.



56 advisers 
serving 70 high 

schools



External Engagement

• Advocacy Day
• MIHEART  & Policy Agenda
• Building the Movement
• College Access  Alliance
• Higher Education Advisory Board



High School Innovation

• Annual Conference

• High School Grantmaking (Reach Higher)

• College Bound Michigan
– Michigan College Month

– Michigan College Cash Campaign

– Michigan College Decis ion Day



Save the Date!

MCAN’s Annual Conference
March 26-27, 2020

_________________

College Access  Advocacy Day
April 2020



Statewide Initiatives

• Michigan College Month in October

– Michigan College Month emphasizes the relationship 
between applying to and paying for college and helps 
break down some of the most complex and commonly 
cited barriers to attending college.

• Michigan College Cash Campaign

– Encourage a school-wide rally around FAFSA 
completion and helping students find cash for college. 

• Michigan Decision Day

– Recognize high school seniors for their postsecondary 
educational plans and encourage younger students and 
families to prepare early for postsecondary education. 

High school-based campaigns designed to help schools support 
students through the milestones of the college-going process  and 

break down the navigational barriers that students often encounter. 



New Programming – Sneak Peek!



Academic Transitions Grants

• Larger grants - $25,000+ for community 
colleges to partner with high schools  to 
build stronger pipelines between the 
institutions.

• Project funded by the Kresge Foundation

• Will be launched in 2020 with support from 
the Michigan Center for Student Success



Stackable Credentials

https://vimeo.com/317251057


Stackable Credentials



Stackable Credentials

• Hot Jobs
– Requiring college
– Expected growth in Michigan
– High Wage

• Video Series
– Student, Community College, Business

• One-Pager
• Profess ional Development (T BD)



Stackable Credentials

• F irst to Roll Out:
– Carpentry
– Information Technology
– Insurance
– Physical Therapy Ass istant

• In Development:
– HVACR
– Dental Hygienist 
– Electrical Technology



Success Corps

• Launching Fall 2020

• Partially funded by AmeriCorps

• Planning Grant for 2019-2020 from the 
Michigan Community Service Commiss ion

• Placing success  coaches on community 
college campuses



MCAN Staff
Ryan Fewins-Bliss
Interim Executive Director
ryan@micollegeaccess.org

Emily Halling
Ass istant Director of AdviseMI
emily@micollegeaccess.org

Jamie Jacobs
Senior Director of High School Innovation
jamie@micollegeaccess.org

Tony Parsons
S trategy Ass istant for High School Innovation
tony@micollegeaccess.org

Karla Perez Garza
Program Supervisor, West Michigan (AdviseMI)
karla@micollegeaccess.org

Jahshua Smith
Program Supervisor, Detroit (AdviseMI)
jahshua@micollegeaccess.org

Jessica Soja
S trategy Manager for 
Community & Partner Mobilzation
Jess ica@micollegeaccess .org

Melissa Steward
Director, AdviseMI
Melissa@micollegeaccess.org

Christopher Tremblay
Director of External Engagement
christopher@micollegeaccess.org

Emma Walter
S trategy Ass istant for External Engagement
emma@micollegeaccess.org

Marilyn Washington
Operations Ass istant
Marilyn@micollegeaccess.org

Vicky Wright
Director of Operations
Vicky@micollegeaccess.org
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